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London Grove Monthly Meeting 

~ Begun 1714 ~ 
~ Established 1792 ~ 

May Bulletin 

5th Month Queries  
Nurturing Our Community: 

Religious Education in the Home and Meeting 

• How does our meeting prepare its members, attenders and children for 
worship, for the conduct of its business and for a way of life consistent with the 
principles of the Religious Society of Friends? 

• What opportunities do we provide for all in the meeting to learn about Friends’ 
history, practices and testimonies, the Judeo-Christian tradition, the life and 
teachings of Jesus, and other religious traditions? 

• How does our meeting’s religious education program provide experiential 
learning that enhances the sense of belonging to our worshipping community? 

• How do I help create a home where all members of the family receive affection 
and understanding and where visitors are welcome? 

• How does my manner of living enrich body, mind and spirit; enable all to learn 
what it means to live a life of Spirit-led commitment; and demonstrate a high 
regard for family, community and the integrity of creation? 

• How do I engage with my family and others who are dear to me regarding such 
sensitive topics as death, faith, money, sex and drugs? 

"QuakerSpeak", a project of Friends Journal, puts engaging 5 minute videos about 
Quaker topics online. To visit QuakerSpeak, go to www.quakerspeak.com

http://www.quakerspeak.com
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May 2022 Calendar

5/1 9:30 AM Meeting for Worship--Hybrid

10:30 AM Meeting for Worship for Business--Hybrid

7:15 PM Religious Education Committee via Zoom https://us02web.zoom.us/j/8108668846

5/3 4:00 PM Care & Membership Committee via Zoom

5/5 7:30 PM Property Committee Meeting

5/7 7:00-1:00 PLANT SALE, KINDERGARTEN BAKE SALE. VOLUNTEER HELP WELCOME

5/8 9:30 AM Meeting for Worship

7:30 PM Peace and Social Justice Committee

5/10 4:00-5:00 Discussion of Chapter 6, The Quaker Bible Reader: "Readings on the Book of Ecclesiastes: by 
Manuel Guzman-Martinez   via Zoom https://us02webzoom.usj/81363138979

5/15 9:30 AM Meeting for Worship--Under the Oak.  Children's First Day School

10:30 AM Adult First Day School-Donald LaBranche, leader - A Just & Loving Gaze  part II--Hybrid

5/17 6:30 PM Worship & Committee meeting via Zoom

5/19 9:30 AM Library Committee Meeting

5/22 9:30 AM Meeting for Worship-- Hybrid;  Children’s First Day School

10:30 AM Adult First Day School: Small Group Discussion  “Next Steps in Growing the Meeting”-- Hybrid

2:00 PM Belles & Roses  Joyful Bell Ringers: Concert for all to enjoy at the meetinghouse. Light 
refreshments to follow.

5/23 4:00-5:00 Discussion of Chapter 7 The Quaker Bible Reader “The Word That Sustains the Weary” by David 
Phillips   via Zoom https://us02webzoom.usj/81363138979

6:30 PM Nominating Committee via Zoom

5/24 7:30 PM Climate Group Meeting via Zoom -- https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89834304239 

5/29 9:30 AM Meeting for Worship--Hybrid; Children's First Day School

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/8108668846
https://us02webzoom.usj/81363138979
https://us02webzoom.usj/81363138979
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89834304239
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                             Fourth Month Meeting for Worship for Business-Summary   
     
April 3rd, following responses to the Queries on Nurturing our Community: Care for the Meeting, 
the meeting continued in worship with attention to the business of London Grove Monthly 
Meeting. Minutes from the third month 2022 were approved with one correction.  

Chris Manning reported for the Ad-hoc Committee on Reopening the Meetinghouse. The 
committee recommends continuation of the vaccine requirement, or a negative PCR test 72 hours 
prior to an event and optional wearing of masks for Meeting for Worship and other small London 
Grove gatherings. Masks are still required for larger gatherings such as weddings and funerals, 
where social distancing is difficult. The committee agreed that we are not ready to accept outside 
group activities. There will be a masked choir for the Easter program. The Committee is considering 
recommending the release of protocols after review of April data. The Meeting approved.  

Linda Currie, keeper of the calendar requested approval for a bell choir concert on May 22nd that 
will be open to the public. The meeting approved with the reminder that all COVID protocols at 
that time will be observed.  

Doug Myers presented the treasurer's report. As of March 22nd, we were 25% through the year 
and had received 33.6% of the budgeted contributions.  

Matthew Provinski presented the Operating Account Financial Report for 2021. The opening 
balance on January 1, 2021 was $14,797.78 with 2021 income totaling $39,300.27 and expenses 
totaling $30,313.92 yielding a closing balance as of December 31, 2021 of $15,784.13. The report 
was accepted.  

Bennett Baird reported for the Property Committee that a white oak sapling from the historic Salem 
Oak had been received by the meeting and would be planted on the lower driveway outside the 
burial ground’s wall. 
. 
Betsy Walker gave updates about the Plant Sale scheduled for May 7th. Help is needed from now 
until the day of the plant sale. Volunteers can sign up for time slots three ways: on the clipboard, or 
by calling her, or through signup Genius. London Grove Meeting: Plant Sale 2022 
(signupgenius.com) Edna Collins will be hosting an information table the day of the plant sale for 
the purpose of sharing general information about the London Grove community as well as climate 
change and racial justice.  

Susanna Davison and Dave Nuttall reported on PYM’s Continuing Sessions. Susanna reported that 
Westtown School wants to continue to keep the board independent from PYM. This concern will 
be carried over to Annual Sessions. Dave reported that PYM will appoint a group of stewards to 
oversee commitments to climate change. Green Street Meeting will bring a presentation to Annual 
Sessions regarding reparations.  

Karen-Lee Broffee, reporting for Care and Membership Committee asked for approval of the release 
of Madison Knapp from membership as per her request. Meeting approved the request.  

Terry Anderson, Assistant Clerk London Grove Monthly Meeting  

http://signupgenius.com
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                                                What Quakerism Means to Me 

We continue sharing messages from London Grove Friends about the essence of Quakerism as 
they might explain it to others.  Quaker worship and Quakerism as a way of life are emphasized 
in this month’s contributions 

From Chris Manning 

We sit in silence together listening for the spirit, the energy that directs us forward. When 
someone receives a message, they share it. 
Not feeling the need for clergy, we believe anyone can receive a message, since there is that of 
God in everyone. We respect the experience of those we meet. 
Quakers seek to live our faith, peaceably in everyday life. It is a way of life – service to others. 

From Edna Collins 

I believe that there is that of God in each person.  This means all of us are connected, and that 
divine spark in each person should be treasured and cared for.  Quaker testimonies, the way we 
try to live our lives, flow directly from this idea.  Quakers value simplicity, peace, integrity, 
community, equality, and stewardship of the natural environment (sometimes referred to as the 
SPICES). 

Quaker worship focuses on sensing the presence of the Spirit.  We begin in silence and listen for 
messages the Spirit may have for us.  Anyone may speak out of the silence when they have a 
message to share.  This form of worship assumes that anyone can experience God directly, and 
people who may believe different things can worship together.  The experience of Quaker 
worship can be quite powerful. 

Quakerism began in 17th Century England, when seekers were attempting to return to Jesus’s 
original message, which they felt was obscured or contradicted by the trappings of most 
churches.  Quakers read the Bible and other Christian writings, and may also find inspiration in 
other spiritual traditions.  I believe God continues to be revealed to people of many faiths today. 



London Grove Monthly Meeting April 2021  5

         London Grove Monthly Meeting  Committee Descriptions — Compiled Spring 2021 

Auditors 
Provide independent assessment and validation that the Meeting’s financial operations and 
reporting are correct and conducted according to proper accounting procedures. 

Burial Grounds 
Responsible for management, care and maintenance of our two graveyards and surrounding 
grounds. Considers requests for gravesite deeds, makes arrangements for burials and maintains 
burial ground records. 

Care Committee (This group will be folded into Outreach Committee.) 

Care & Membership Committee 
Loving care for the Meeting family is the primary responsibility of the Care and Membership 
committee. Membership on this committee calls for members’ individual and collective 
dedication, confidentiality, tact, and discretion. Each enters into committee work prayerfully with a 
willingness to be of service to Meeting.  The committee meets monthly to address care of Meeting 
members and attenders, to provide clearness for membership, and clearness for marriage under 
the care of Meeting.  The committee also addresses individual concerns offering clearness with 
personal issues, serving as liaisons for PYM support, and becoming facilitators of conflict 
resolution. 

Community Outreach 
Expands the presence of Friends in the larger community. Through the ongoing “London Grove 
Cares” initiative, we provide material aid to those in need in our area. Through partnering with 
area churches and other community agencies, we raise awareness of the principles and practices 
of the Religious Society of Friends. We inform and invite people who may be searching to join our 
spiritual community. 

Finance 
Prepares the Monthly Meeting budget, solicits and collects contributions and oversees payment of 
the Meeting’s expenses in coordination with the Treasurer.  Reports to the Meeting our progress in 
meeting the budget. 

Hospitality 
Organizes pansies distributed after Easter Sunday Worship, refreshments for Christmas Evening 
Program, lunch for hosting Western Quarterly Meeting, and other events as requested.  Ensures 
certification by Chester County Health Department for food handling. Maintains schedule  for 
volunteers to bring flowers and foliage to enhance weekly worship. 
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Kindergarten 
Administers the London Grove Friends Kindergarten.Comprised of nine Meeting members willing 
to make a serious commitment of time and energy to the continuation of our excellent 
kindergarten for Meeting and community children. 

Leadership Fund 
Manages the Leadership Fund, comprised of bequests and other donations. Evaluates requests and 
awards and grants for education, workshops, conference and service projects.  Encourages 
leadership, service and outreach through personal development. 

Library 
Maintains the adult and children’s libraries.  Members review the appropriateness of new (and 
vintage) books and other media, catalog them and maintain the Meeting’s collections. 

Meeting InReach    
Sustains and supports the Meeting. Using platforms of email, Facebook and the website 
— londongrovemeeting.org— prepares and distributes electronically our publications — 
the Meeting’s monthly Bulletin, the annual Christmas Newsletter and current information, 
including prayer requests and timely announcements. Schedules volunteers who sign up to provide 
childcare (as needed). 

Memorial 
Provides care and oversight of memorial services, offering assistance to the family in planning 
details and carrying out the service. 

Music Collaborative 
Provides voices and accompaniment for Easter and Christmas choirs, Opening Exercises, facilitates 
indoor and outdoor group singing and offers inspiration at memorial services for Meeting members 
and attenders and their families. 

Nominating 
Informs members and attenders of various ways to help London Grove Meeting realize its goals as 
a volunteer-led religious organization. Is responsible for selecting members for each Meeting 
Committee as well as filling individual posits of leadership within the Meeting. 

Peace & Social Justice Committee 
This committee works to advance our Quaker Peace Testimony to settle disputes and create 
social justice on all levels, local to international. 

http://londongrovemeeting.org
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Plant Sale 
Organizes the annual Plant Sale, our major fundraising activity for Outreach.  Responsibilities 
include ordering, transporting, pricing, advertising, display and sales of the many plants, trees 
and shrubs. 

Property 
Is responsible for the management, maintenance and care of the Meeting House, Caretaker’s 
House, other buildings, the driveways and tending all trees on the property. 

Religious Education 
Organizes First Day School programs for children and adults.  This includes finding teachers and 
helping them to make curriculum choices and acquire lesson materials.  Organizes Children’s 
Day (at the end of the school year) and the Christmas Evening Program.  Committee members 
need only be interested in helping to define and organize First Day programs. 

Trustees 
Is comprised of Meeting members and is responsible for the outward facing legal and financial 
matters of the Meeting.  Trustees administer the investments of the Meeting including the 
Education Loan Fund.  

Worship and Ministry 
Worship & Ministry is concerned with the spiritual life and nurture of individual members and 
attenders as well as the Meeting as a whole. During our committee meetings, we include time 
for worship sharing related to the spiritual life of the Meeting. We continue to seek ways to 
deepen our spiritual connections and create an environment at London Grove that nurtures the 
Divine Spirit in each of us. 

Western Quarterly Meeting Liaison 
Manages our relationship with WQM.  Reports on Quarterly issues and activities. Suggests ways 
to better support and serve the needs of meetings within WQM.  Encourages a broader view of 
our local Quaker community. 

Philadelphia Yearly Meeting Liaison 
Manages our relationship with PYM.  Reports on issues and activities of both Continuing and 
Annual Sessions of the yearly meeting.  Suggests ways to better support and serve the needs of 
PYM.  Encourages a broader view of our Quaker community. 
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                                             Kennett Food Cupboard Donations 

Please remember to drop off food donation items in the gray bin on the Meeting House porch! 
We have a small team who will take donations to the food bank in Kennett once a month. 

The following items are always in need: 

Jelly (strawberry and grape) 
2lb. bags of rice 
2lb. bags of dried beans (pinto, black) 
Canned Fruit 
Cereal 
Cooking Oil 
Broth/Stock 
Canned Tuna/Chicken/ Deviled Ham 
Peanut Butter 
Canned Vegetables (corn, mixed vegetables, tomatoes) (low sodium) Nescafe (instant coffee)/ 
Coffee and Tea 
Flour/Maseca 
Mayo/Ketchup/Mustard/Valentina Sauce 
Tortillas 
Sugar 
Salt 

Kennett Food Cupboard 136 W Cedar Street, Kennett Square, PA 19348 
Open for donations on Mondays between 9am & 4pm. Your generosity is greatly appreciated!  

Thank you for your donation! Contact Sandy Reber with questions or to volunteer to deliver 
donations, 610-486-0848, cowslip@verizon.net

mailto:cowslip@verizon.net
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London Grove Monthly Meeting Contact Information: londongroveclerk@verizon.net   
     

                                        Help Needed With Plant Sale Information Table 

There will be an Information Table at the Plant Sale this year featuring orientation to the Plant Sale 
itself (e.g, "Where do I find the herbs?", etc.), information about London Grove Meeting, including a 
booklet of our "What Quakerism Means to Me" messages, and a focus on the Quaker testimony of 
Stewardship, especially steps that families can take to care for the earth.  Edna Collins will staff this 
table, but additional help is needed. Please contact Edna Collins or Jill Benjamin if you would like to 
contribute materials for the Information Table or help to staff it on May 7.  Thank you! 

                                                                     COVID PROTOCOLS     

Masks are optional 

Vaccinations are required. 

More Covid guidance will be forthcoming as things change.   
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