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September Bulletin

Ninth Month Queries
Grounding for Transformed Lives:
Equality and Justice

e How does our meeting benefit from established patterns of prejudice, exploitation
and economic convenience? What are we doing to change this?

¢ How and how often does our meeting engage in a self-examination of its attitudes
and actions regarding race, ability, gender, sexual orientation or class?

e What steps are we taking as a meeting to inform ourselves about social injustice and
ecological violence embedded in our political and economic systems?

e What steps are we taking as a meeting to assure that our meeting and the committees
and institutions under our care are respectful of the earth and its people?

® Do | regularly examine myself for attitudes and behavior that indicate any hidden
prejudice regarding race, gender, sexual orientation, disability or class?

® How do my lifestyle choices affect— positively or negatively—the causes of justice
and peace in our nation, the community of nations and the whole of creation?

® How do | demonstrate in my way of living, and in what | teach my children, that love
of God entails acknowledging “that of God in every person”?

"QuakerSpeak", a project of Friends Journal, puts engaging 5 minute videos about Quaker
topics online. To visit QuakerSpeak, go to www.quakerspeak.com
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September 2026 Calendar

7 pm | Religious Education Committee meets via Zoom

7:30 pm Property Committee meets via Zoom

9:30 am Family Meeting for Worship—Hybrid

9:45 am Children move to their First day Program of Play and Learning with Margaret Walton

10:45 am  Meeting for Worship for Business — Hybrid
9:30 am Family Meeting for Worship — Hybrid
9:45 am Children move to their First Day Program of Play and Learning with Susanna Davison
10:45 am Mary Fisher and the Labyrinth with Donald LaBranche
7:30 pm Peace & Social Justice Committee meets via Zoom
4 pm Book Discussion Group via Zoom:"Integrity and the Modern Intellectual Tradition,” an essay from
Marilyn Robinson's book What Are We Doing Here?
4 pm Care & Membership Committee meets via Zoom
9:30 am Family Meeting for Worship — Hybrid
9:45 am Children move to their First Day Program of Play and Learning with Sandi Pratt
10:45 am  Children join adults in the meeting room for an intergenerational Faith & Play story, “Love’s Way”
with Margaret Walton (children depart after about 20 minutes for snacks and play)
11:05 am  Exploring Quakerism, Chapter 1: “Quaker Faith & Practice with Edna Collins & Karen Conlan
See Page 4 for more information.

12 noon Join us for an anniversary afternoon celebrating the creativity inspired by trees. See Crafts made
from the wood of London Grove’s historic Penn Oak. Visit the “Faces in Quaker Trees”
photography exhibit, meet the craftspeople and enjoy tree-related games and activities for
children. Light refreshments will be served.

9:30 am OUTDOOR, ALL AGES Worship. Children joint their families for worship and quiet activities on
the lawn. No other childcare program or childcare is provided during the hour.

9:45 am Second Hour TBA. If there is a First Day School class, childcare will be provided.

12:00 Potluck Kickoff Gathering— Social Room following Second Hour
M ’,
Children’s Program
Schedule of Teachers and Helpers
Teacher Helpers
Margaret Walton Sara Ball, Chris Manning, Jill Benjamin
Susanna Davison Sara Ball, Margaret Walton, Peter Weygandt (1st hour)
Sandi Pratt Sara Ball, Margaret Walton, Donald LaBranche

Outdoor Worship
Kim Brosnan-Myers (2nd hour)

Sara Ball, Sandi Pratt, Edna Collins
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From Trees:

Art, Craft and Creativity

Following Meeting for Worship and First Day School
London Grove Friends Meeting
500 W. Street Rd., Kennett Square, PA 19348

Join us for an afternoon celebrating the creativity inspired by trees. See crafts made from the
wood of London Grove’s historic Penn Oak, visit the Faces in Quaker Trees photography
exhibit, meet the craftspeople and enjoy tree-related games and activities for children.

Light refreshments will be served.

Invitation to Crafters

We invite everyone who has crafted something from the London Grove Penn Oak to share it as
part of this celebration, held on the anniversary of the fall of our 350-year-old oak on September
19, 2023.

Much of the Penn Oak wood has now dried, and we have been receiving - and posting online -
photographs of the beautiful and thoughtful objects being created from it.

If your project is too large to transport, bring a photograph to share. Tabletop pieces can be
displayed throughout the event. If you have made items for sale, you are welcome to bring them
as well. There is no charge to participate and all proceeds from sales go directly to the crafter.

Still Some Wood Left!

We have just learned that a good supply of smaller branches from the Penn Oak is still being
stored at a member’s nearby farm. If you would like a piece of this historic oak for a small craft
project, there is still time!

We will have a sign-up sheet at the celebration so you can arrange a time to pick up some
wood. Our generous hosts would also be delighted to reclaim the space it is occupying in their
fields.

To reserve space on our display tables, please contact

LondonGroveOak@gmail.com
Craft set-up begins at 11 a.m. The celebration opens at 12 noon.
Note that September 20 will be a special day at London Grove for another reason: Our "Exploring
Quakerism" series kicks off between Meeting for Worship and this event. We hope everyone will

join us starting at 9:30 a.m. to experience Quaker worship and learn more about Quaker Faith and
Practice.. See page 4 for more information.
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Exploring Quakerism Series Kicks Off This Month!

For those who have been waiting eagerly for a “Quakerism 101” experience, the wait is over.
Religious Education Committee has found an easy-to-use curriculum designed to promote a better
knowledge and understanding of Quakerism among unprogrammed Friends. Exploring Quakerism, by
Marsha Holliday, includes 15 short chapters that explore faith and practices rooted in a search for
Truth and guided by the Spirit within. Edna Collins and Karen Conlan will introduce the series and
present Chapter 1, “Quaker Faith & Practice,” during the First Day School hour on September 20. A
total of five sessions are scheduled for the 2026-2027 year, with more to be added if space is available
on the schedule.

Note also that Donald LaBranche’s fall classes focus on Quaker Women, and a sharing session in
November is planned to focus on “Memories of Quaker Teachings at London Grove” from long-time
members, so we have a very Quakerism-rich schedule this fall!

The Exploring Quakerism curriculum (Participant’s Edition) is available as a PDF to download from
Quaker Books of FGC for $6.50 at the following link: https:/quakerbooks.org/collections/our-20-best-
sellers/products/exploring-quakerism-2263 . This is the best way to gain access to all of the chapters
and related activities, and we suggest that Friends who wish to participate download it. It is currently
not available in print, but Religious Education Committee has arranged to provide a spiral-bound
copy, at a small additional charge, for those who want one. Please email Emily Kofke at
ekofke201@gmail.com , after you have downloaded the PDF, if you want to take advantage of this. A
few copies will be available for checkout from the meeting Library; the current chapter will be
available in advance through weekly emails; and a few copies of that chapter will be available on the
day of the class for “walk-ins”.

Each Exploring Quakerism chapter will be presented by a different pair of Friends who have
volunteered their time to help with this project. (Thank you, Friends!). While facilitators will add
their own flavor, each session may include an introductory question, a review of the chapter content,
some questions for discussion, and a reflection question or activity to consider in the week ahead.

The first session on September 20 will also open with a Faith & Play story, “Love’s Way”, presented to
the children and adults together by Margaret Walton. As we begin a new year of learning and
growing together in the Spirit, this story will illustrate how children are exploring Quaker faith and
practice during their First Day Program of Play and Learning.

Please contact Edna Collins, egncollins@gmail.com, if you need more information or if you are
interested in facilitating an Exploring Quakerism session.

Note that September 20 will be a special day at London Grove for another reason: “From Trees: Arts,
Crafts, and Creativity”, an anniversary event celebrating the creativity inspired by trees, will begin
immediately after First Day School. See page 3 for more information.
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Opportunities to Support Religious Education at London Grove

Religious Education Committee is grateful to all of the Friends who have contributed to our rich
offering of children’s programs, adult First Day School classes, and special events during the
past year. At this time, your help is requested to continue offering this wealth of activities.
Here is a list of needs. Some are significant time commitments, ideal for a Friend who wishes
to become more active at London Grove. Some require only a few hours of your time. All
help to strengthen our meeting community.

Ongoing Assignments

e Serve as a teacher with the children’s program on First Day mornings

(about once every 4-6 weeks)

Serve as a helper with the children’s program on First Day mornings

(about once every 6 weeks).

Provide a snack for children attending the First Day morning program

(once every few weeks)

Recruit and schedule children’s program helpers.

Monitor and assist children’s program volunteers with Child Care Clearances.
Keep the children’s classroom and playroom stocked with basic materials
(from RE Budget).

Program and Event Coordination and/ or Help

Date

11/22/26 | Coordinate First Day School Class, “Memories of Quaker Teachings at London Grove”
11/29/26 | Coordinate First Day School Class, “Winter Book Sharing”,
12/13/26 | Coordinate Christmas Ornament Making, intergenerational First Day activity
12/20/26 | Help with the Christmas Celebration, intergenerational First Day morning program,
12/20/26 | Help with the evening Nativity Pageant
12/27/26 | Coordinate “Undecorating” the Meetinghouse, intergenerational First Day activity,
3/28/27 | Help with the intergenerational Easter Celebration
TBA -possible | Co-facilitate a session of Exploring Quakerism,

Spring 2027
dates

6/13/27 | Help with Children’s Day celebration

What would you enjoy? Where are you called? While it may seem early to sign up for some
of these things, the RE Committee greatly appreciates knowing well in advance that we can
count on your help. There will be a sign-up sheet in the foyer, or you can contact Edna
Collins, egncollins@gmail.com with questions or to volunteer. Thank you Friends!
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Kitchen Procedure

Friends, we have recently had issues with and needed to replace the pump, which is located under the
social room floor. This pump services the kitchen plumbing. The old pump's switch mechanism was
overcome with food grease, and failed. To reduce the probability of failure in the future, please do the
following :

When Friends are using the kitchen for events, please wipe plates and pans with paper towels before
washing the dishes. When finished washing, please run hot water and a couple of squeezes of Dawn
liquid soap (under the sink) for about 3-4 minutes.

Thank You
Property Committee

LATE BREAKING NEWS!!!

September 27th: Potluck Kickoff Gathering—Noon in the Social Room following Second Hour--
more information coming your way in September
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